The Jewish Federation of New
Mexico
is Your Link to Spain
Do you have Sephardic (Spanish Jewish) heritage? Are you
interested in acquiring Spanish citizenship?
If so, the
Jewish Federation of New Mexico is here to help.
You do not need to be currently Jewish. Members of any
religion from anywhere on earth are welcome to apply. But,
please note that the program has been extended one more year
to October 1, 2019, but still it’s best to get started right
away, as it is a long and detailed process.
Here is a summary of the steps:

1. Be sure to obtain a passport from your home country
which does not expire before 2019. Most steps cannot
proceed without a valid passport.
2. O b t a i n a t l e a s t o n e c e r t i f i c a t e o f S e p h a r d i c
heritage, but two is significantly better. Be able to
clearly prove Sephardic ancestry or familial connection
to an established Sephardic community. As a general
rule, individuals of any religion with a Converso Jewish
heritage will need to provide genealogical evidence,
while Jewish individuals can provide genealogical
evidence and/or show their connection to a Sephardic
community. Applicants can apply here for our
certificate, but should also apply to the Federacion
Comunidades Judias de Espana
FCJE.org
3. For applicants between ages 18-70, pass an intermediate
Spanish language exam (called the DELE A-2) and a
Spanish civics and culture exam (called CCES) at an
Instituto Cervantes, located in Albuquerque, Boston,
Chicago, New York, Miami, or Seattle. Applicants who
were born in a Latin American nation or Puerto Rico are
exempt from the DELE. One can register for the April 5,
2019 but results will only be ready in August, and most
lawyers will stop accepting clients in July. You will be
taking a risk starting the process this late, though it
may still be possible. All applicants ages 18-70 from
anywhere on earth must take the CCSE at an Instituto
Cervantes. Children and senior citizens are exempt from
both tests.
4. Pass an FBI and a state-level criminal background check
5. Show a special connection to Spain
6. Travel to Spain
The entire process should cost approximately $6,000, and can
take up to a year. It should cost approximately $2,000 to
gather all necessary documents, including the fees for the
Spanish tests, official translations, background checks and
apostilles. Lawyer fees with the attorney we recommend, Luis

Portero, charges $1,900 for adults.
Lastly, it should cost approximately $2,000 for a short trip
to Spain, dependent upon city of origin.
If you have proof of connection to a clearly Sephardic
relative or ancestor and would like a certificate certifying
your Sephardic heritage from the Jewish Federation of New
Mexico, let’s get started!

